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Baghramian, M., 2004, Relativism, London, New York: Rutledge.

-------------- , 2007, “Relativism about Science”, in Routledge Companion to Philosophy of
Science, London, New York: Routledge :236 -247.

------------- , 2010, “Relativism: A Brief History”, in Krausz 2010: 31-50
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of Notre Dame Press.
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Baghramian, Maria (2004). Relativism: Problems of Philosophy. New York: Routledge.

Davidson, Donald (1974). ‘On the Very Idea of a Conceptual Scheme’, Proceedings and
Addresses of the American Philosophical Association, 47, 5-20. Reprinted in D. Davidson

(1984) Inquiries into Truth and Interpretation, Oxford: Oxford University Press: 183-98.
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O’Grady, P. (2002) Relativism, Acumen Press, (chap. 2).

John Macfarlane (2014) Assessment Sensitivity, Oxford University Press.

Patrick Shireff and Brian Weatherson (2017) ‘Relativism’ in Bob Hale and Crispin Wright, eds.
Blackwell Companion to Philosophy of Language, Vol. I (Blackwell, 2nd edition).
Baghramian, Maria and Carter, J. Adam (2018) “Relativism”, The Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy (Winter 2018 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.)
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Baghramian, M. (2004). Relativism (London: Routledge). (Chs. 1,4)
Siegel, H. (1987). Relativism refuted: A critique of contemporary epistemological relativism

(Dordrecht, The Netherlands: D. Reidel Publishing Company). (Ch. 1)
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Boesch, Brandon. “The means-end account of scientific, representational actions.” Synthese
(2019): 1-18.

Boesch, Brandon. “There is a special problem of scientific representation.” Philosophy of
Science 84.5 (2017): 970-981.

Knuuttila, Tarja, and Andrea Loettgers. “Modelling as indirect representation? The Lotka-
Volterra model revisited.” The British Journal for the Philosophy of Science 68.4 (2016): 1007-
1036.
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Knuuttila, Tarja. “Scientific Representation, Reflexivity, and the Possibility of Constructive
Realism.” New directions in the philosophy of science. Springer, Cham, 2014. 297-312.
Knuuttila, Tarja. “Modelling and representing: An artefactual approach to model-based

representation.” Studies in History and Philosophy of Science Part A 42.2 (2011): 262-271.
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Goodman, Nelson. (1979), Fact, Fiction and Forecast, Part Il ‘the new riddle of induction’,

PP. 59-83, Harvard University Press.

Quine, W. V. (1969). Natural kinds, In Ontological Relativity and Other Essays, pp. 114-38.

Columbia University Press.
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Oberheim, E. and Hoyningen-Huene, P. (2018). The Incommensurability of Scientific Theories.
The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Edward N. Zalta (ed.),
URL= https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2018/entries/incommensurability./

Bird, A. (2011). Thomas Kuhn'’s Relativistic Legacy. A companion to relativism, 475-488.
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Rorty,R1979).) Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

----------- (1996) ‘Relativism: Finding and making’, in (1999) Philosophy and Social Hope,
London: Penguin, pp. Xvi-xxxii.

----------- (1980) ‘Pragmatism, Relativism, and Irrationalism’, in (1982) Consequences of
Pragmatism, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, pp. xiii- xivii.

----------- (1990) ‘Solidarity or objectivity?’, in (1991) Objectivity, Relativism and Truth:
Philosophical Papers, vol. 1, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 21 34.

Brandom, R. (ed.) (2000) Rorty and His Critics, Oxford and Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell.
Mosteller, T. (2006) Relativism in Contemporary American Philosophy, Macintyre, Putnam,

and Rorty (Continuum Studies in American Philosophy), Continuum (1st edition).
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Barnes, Barry and Bloor, David (1982), “Relativism, Rationalism, and the Sociology of Knowledge”,
in Rationality and Relativism, M. Hollis and S. Lukes (Eds.), Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Bloor, David (1991[1976]), Knowledge and Social Imagery, Chicago, IL: University of Chicago
Press, 2nd/ed.

Bloor, David (1997), Wittgenstein, Rules and Institutions, London: Routledge.

Bloor, David (2007), “EPISTEMIC GRACE: Antirelativism as Theology in Disguise”, Common
Knowledge 13, pp.: 2-3.

Bloor, David (2008), “Relativism at 30,000 Feet” In Massimo Mazzotti (ed.), Knowledge as
Social Order: Rethinking the Sociology of Barry Barnes, ASHGATE: pp.: 13-34.

Bloor, David (2011a), “Relativism and the Sociology of Scientific Knowledge”, in Hales, S. D.

@:

(ed.) A companion to Relativism, Willey-Blackwell, pp.: 433-456.
Bloor, David (2011b), The Enigma of the Airfoil: Rival Theories in Aerodynamics, 1909-1930,

The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, London.
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Foot, Philippa, Virtues and Vices: and other essays in moral philosophy, Oxford University Press,
2002

Gowans, Chris, “Moral Relativism”, The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Summer 2019
Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL = https://plata stanford edu/archives/sumY - 9/entries/
moral-relativism/.

Gowans, Christopher, “Virtue Ethics and Moral Relativism” in Steven D. Hales (ed.), A Companion
to Relativism, Wiley-Blackwell, 2011.

Hursthouse, Rosalind, Gavin Lawrence, Warren Quinn (eds.), Virtues and Reasons: Philippa Foot
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State University Press, 2001.
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The Value of Relativism

< Professor Maria Baghramian

School of Philosophy, UCD
Dublin, Ireland

maria.baghramian@ucd.ie

What is it about relativism that justifies or at least explains its continued
appeal in the face of relentless attacks in the long history of the topic?
The current paper expands on my earlier response to this question in the
Symposium on Relativism in the 2019 Joint Session of The Aristotelian Society
and Mind Association https://academic.oup.com/aristoteliansupp/issue.

In “The Virtues of Relativism” (July 2019) | argued that some of the well-
known defences of relativism effectively, if not explicitly, treat relativism
as a philosophical stance—that s, a broad perspective or orientation with
normative consequences—rather than a doctrine or a thesis. Moreover,
such proponents believe that their stance leads to the cultivation of
key intellectual virtues such as open-mindedness, tolerance, intellectual
humility, and curiosity. | concluded that this virtue epistemic defence
ultimately fails because of the epistemic vices that follow from relativism.
The current paper restates these arguments and defends them against
the criticisms levelled by Professor Kusch, my co-symposiast at the Joint

Session.
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