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Kant, Immanuel. 2004. Metaphysical Foundations of Natural Science. Translated and
Edited by Friedman, Michael. Cambridge University Press.

Friedman, Michael. 1998. Kant and the Exact Sciences. Harvard University Press.
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Kant, Immanuel. 1998/1787. Critigue of pure reason, 2d ed., tr. Paul Guyer and Allen W. Wood.
New York: Cambridge University Press.

Hanna, Robert, 2006. Kant, Science, and Human Nature. Oxford University Press.
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_ 2 Understanding: Objects are thought
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Empirical Intuition and Appearance
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In his pre-Critical work of 1763

leisl pogie
representation

‘The Only Possible Argument in Support of a Demonstration of the Existence of God’, 1763.
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mental representation
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representation

A representation is (a Vorstellung)—literally, a

‘putting’ (stellung) of something ‘before’ (Vor) a
conscious mind.
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‘The Limits of Sense and Reason’:

1. Theorictical:
|. general phenomenology

Il. metaphysics, but only with regard to its nature
and method

2. Practical

Immanuel Kant: Philosophical Correspondence, 1759-99, trans. A. Zweig (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1967)
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How an a priori (that is, non-empirical or non-
sensory) mental representation can correctly
refer to real objects.
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‘how my understanding may form for itself
concepts of things completely a priori, with
which concepts the things must necessarily
agree’ (PC Ak. x. 131)

30 (G MolS jobo an |y sLilsl 51 ovmlan Ll donls 4543
$3972 sk 4 peplie (1L b Ll oS sas o JS5 09>
Cocil asls callae



0,040 Jlgw

objective mental representations
e S sla olessl



b (O (o b ol p b5 O T

In the Critical period, Kant’s technical term for
any sort of objective mental representation is:

“cognition”

(Erkenntnis)
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Consciousness / representation

An objective mental representation: Cognition

An objective perception: Cognition

Matter (Content) + Form

Matter\‘ Form —~¢

V' Objective Mental Representation: Cognition
v Objective Perception; Cognition
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Gegenstand (cf., B349).17. This implies

that Kant must have a specific kind of object in

mind when he claims that certain representations
are 'without objects'.
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Kant on the Content of Cognition
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